
Shirley,  who  recently  celebrated  her  milestone  70th  birthday,  has  been  taking  
advantage  of  the  warm  weather  this  summer  to  visit  new  areas  of  the  habitat  
for  grazing  and  napping.  Tarra  takes  daily  trips  to  The  Sanctuary’s  25-acre  
lake  and  a  nearby  pond.  In  fact,  water  is  a  popular  source  of  entertainment  
among  all  of  the  elephants  this  time  of  year.    

Minnie,  Debbie,  and  Ronnie  have  been  keeping  cool  with  lots  of  fire  hose  
baths  from  Caregivers  and  relaxing  on  the  shady  wooded  hillsides  of  Q  
Habitat.  Billie  and  Sissy  shared  space  for  the  first  time  this  spring,  and  took  
turns  splashing  around  in  one  of  their  habitats’ ponds.  Tange  and  Sukari  
have  been  spending  most  of  their  time  together,  mudding  and  eating  lush  
summer  grasses,  with  Flora  joining  when  she  chooses.  And  Nosey  continues  
to  engage  with  the  natural  habitat  around  her  and  has  been  progressing  in  
Protected  Contact  Management  training  day  by  day. 

Observe the elephants via  
The Sanctuary’s live-streaming EleCams  
at www.elephants.com
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The Elephant Sanctuary is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit corporation, licensed by the U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture and the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency, accredited by 
the Global Federation of Animal Sanctu-
aries, and certified by the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums. 

Financial statements are available for 
review at elephants.com.

P.O. Box 393 
Hohenwald, TN 38462 
Phone: 931.796.6500 
Fax: 931.796.1360 
Email: elephant@elephants.com

OUR MISSION 
Founded in 1995, The Elephant Sanctuary 
in Tennessee is the nation’s largest natu-
ral-habitat refuge developed specifically 
around the needs of Asian and African 
elephants retired from performance and 
exhibition. It operates on 2,700 acres in 
Hohenwald, Tenn. – 85 miles southwest of 
Nashville. 

With Your Support, The Elephant Sanc-
tuary:

• Provides captive elephants with indi-
vidualized care, the companionship of 
a herd, and the opportunity to live out 
their lives in a safe haven dedicated to 
their wellbeing;

• Raises public awareness of the com-
plex needs of elephants in captivity, 
and the crisis facing elephants in the 
wild.

As an accredited sanctuary, the habitat 
where the elephants live is not open to 
the public.

To learn more about The Elephant 
Sanctuary and its resident elephants, 
connect with us online at elephants.com Janice Zeitlin, CEO

L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  C E O

Dear Friends,

Become a Member—Help Change the Lives of Elephants!

SUKARI & TANGE

Summer is here in Tennessee. These warmer days we find the elephants basking in the sunshine, 
dozing in the shade of the deep woods, and rolling in the ponds, creeks, and mud wallows. Elephants 
that have spent their entire lives in captivity following schedules and activities mandated by others 
come to The Sanctuary in retirement to find freedom to spend time how and with whom they choose 
in an expansive natural habitat. Sometimes their choices bring surprises. Flora has most often 
traveled alone so finding her spending more time with Tange and Sukari this summer is exciting, as is 
Billie’s developing relationship with Sissy. Care Staff recently mapped the travels of Tarra and found 
she was traveling over a mile each day, wandering from favorite spot to favorite spot in the Asia 
Habitat, then returning closer to the barn after a few days to check in on Shirley, and then back out 
to the big lake or to forage in new locations. 

Captive elephants often arrive at The Sanctuary suffering from chronic, long-term issues and just like 
people, movement, social interaction, and engagement with their environment are important to their 
overall health. The Sanctuary’s Elephant Care Staff and Vet Team work together to encourage and 
support each elephant in maintaining active and social lives. We believe captive elephants deserve 
nothing less than individualized, whole-elephant care for their lifetimes. Meeting the needs of each 
elephant and providing optimal care for them as they age is The Sanctuary’s top priority.  

In this issue of Trunklines, we celebrate Shirley’s 70th birthday. Retiring in 1999 after a lifetime of 
performance and exhibition, Shirley quickly became a favorite of staff and supporters. Her spirit and 
determination is an inspiration to all. It is with Shirley in mind that we unveil plans for our centrally 
located Elephant Health Care Center that will expand in-house diagnostics and provide opportunities 
to share what we are learning about geriatric elephant care with others.  

Thank you for partnering with us in caring for Shirley and all the elephants at The Sanctuary. With your 
support we continue our work to improve the lives of elephants.    



3T R U N K L I N E S  |  N O S E Y  U P D A T E S

» Nosey Updates
At  The  Sanctuary,  Nosey  has  spent  spring  and  summer  
grazing  on  the  grassy  hilltop  in  her  habitat,  lying  down  to  
nap  in  the  sun,  creating  new  wallows,  and  splashing  around  
in  the  mud.  The  Sanctuary’s  Facilities  and  Care  Staff  are  
constantly  working  to  create  new  opportunities  for  Nosey  to  
engage  with  the  natural  habitat—mapping  out  and  clearing  
trails,  digging  wallows,  and  providing  ample  enrichment.  
We  celebrate  Nosey’s  daily  choices  to  engage  with  her  
natural  surroundings.  

The  Sanctuary  employs  full-time,  professional  Veterinary  and  
Husbandry  staff  who  care  for  the  elephants  in  a  Protected  
Contact  system,  which  means  Caregivers  and  elephants  never  
share  the  same  physical  space.   

Training  walls  offer  protection  for  both  the  Caregiver  and  
the  elephant  and  also  help  to  build  trust.  At  The  Sanctuary,  
elephants  actively  participate  in  their  own  health  care  through  
a  system  of  positive  reinforcement  and  food  rewards.  
Caregivers  use  soft  bamboo  target  poles  and  vocal  cues  to  
ask  the  elephants  to  present  their  feet,  ears,  tusks  and  bodies  
for  inspection  and  care.  This  freedom  of  choice,  without  fear  
of  punishment,  is  vital  to  the  elephants’  well-being.  

Nosey  continues  to  progress  daily  in  Protected  Contact  
Management  and  is  eager  to  participate  in  training  with  
Caregivers—presenting  all  four  feet  and  lifting  her  trunk  for  
dental  inspection.    

NOSEY

Caregivers  offer  Nosey  fire  hose  baths  on  warm  days.  She  
often  vocalizes  her  excitement,  leaning  into  the  water  and  
continuously  turning  to  be  hosed  on  all  sides—she  will  also  
lie  down  to  roll  around  in  the  mud.  After  she  is  sufficiently  
showered,  Nosey  will  rub  her  body  on  the  street  brush  in  
the  habitat  before  venturing  to  the  wood  line  where  a  pile  
of  bamboo  awaits  her.  

Nosey  remains  in  The  Sanctuary’s  care  as  we  await  future  
custody  hearings  and  we  will  continue to  keep  supporters  
updated  as  more  information  becomes  available.  The  Sanctuary  
remains  wholly  committed  to  providing  Nosey  with  lifetime  care. 
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» Africa Habitat & Barn

Wild  elephants  are  known  to  form  close,  intimate  bonds  with  
members  of  their  familial  herd.  At  The  Sanctuary,  non-related  
elephants  face  the  unique  situation  of  developing  their  own  
social  structure  not  pre-established  by  blood  line.  Space  
greatly  impacts  the  ability  for  non-related  elephants  to  form  
healthy  social  bonds  at  their  own  pace.  With  miles  of  habitat  
to  roam,  each  elephant  at  The  Sanctuary  has  a  choice  about  
where  and  with  whom  they  spend  their  time.    

In the Africa Habitat, Sukari and Tange have grown nearly  
inseparable, choosing to explore their vast habitat together,  
daily. Flora continues to alternate between spending time with  
Sukari and Tange and exploring on her own. One morning before 
breakfast, Caregivers located all three of the elephants together 
at the Plateau. This marked one of  the  first  times  that Caregivers 
had seen Flora, Tange, and Sukari together in the North Habitat. 
“It was a monumental moment for the success of the herd,” said 
Kristy, Africa Habitat and Barn Lead. 

All three Africans have been taking advantage of the rain, 
mudding in the many wallows they’ve created and spending time 
at the Pipeline eating the tall summer grasses. Additionally, to 
help the elephants keep cool this summer, Caregivers have been 
offering lots of fire hose baths, which all of the elephants appear 
to relish. A special foam nozzle allows Care Staff to spray down 
the elephants with soapy water—during one such bath, Flora 
decided to lie down and roll around in the bubbles.

FLORA

SUKARI & TANGE
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In  addition  to  enrichment  and  access  to  a  natural  habitat  
setting  with  room  to  roam,  individualized  care  is  tantamount  
to  the  well-being  of  all  of  the  elephants  living  at  The  
Sanctuary.  Protected  Contact  training  walls  located  throughout  
the  habitat  allow  The  Sanctuary’s  Veterinary  and  Care Teams 
to  safely  conduct  routine  care  when  the  elephants  are  not  at  
the  barn,  which  is  often  the  case  day  and  night  throughout  
the  spring  and  summer. 

TANGE

FLORASUKARI & TANGE

SUKARI
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» Q Habitat & Barn

In Q Habitat, introductions continue between Sissy and the other  
elephants. Minnie, Ronnie and Sissy shared space several times  
this spring, and Caregivers closely monitored Billie as she shared  a 
fence line with Sissy and Ronnie during their ‘playdates.’  Caregivers 
observed Billie and Ronnie being very playful and  tactile with each 
other, taking turns putting their trunks on each other’s heads and 
smelling the other’s ears and eyes, and noted that Billie seemed 
comfortable sharing a fence line with Sissy as well.    

When Sissy moved to Q Habitat, Billie, known to be a timid and  
sometimes fearful elephant, showed interest in her from afar,  
standing on the top  of a hill at a safe distance to observe the 
newcomer. Slow introductions over a fence line allowed the two  
non-related elephants to grow comfortable with one another in  
their own time, and in early May, the two shared space for the  first 
time. Caregivers observed as Billie and  Sissy grazed  together,  
touched  trunks,  and  took  turns  swimming  in  one  of  their  
habitat’s  ponds  while  the  other  looked  on.  Since  their  first  
‘playdate,’  Billie  and  Sissy  have  spent  several  days  in  a  row  
together.  Sissy  has  been  observed  slowly  backing  into  Billie,  
popping  her  trunk,  and  then  walking  away—pausing  and  
looking  behind  her  as  if  to  ask  Billie  to  follow.  Billie  has  also  
been  seen  gently  draping  her  trunk  over  Sissy  and  leaning  
against  her.     

Caregivers are  thrilled  to  observe  the  ever-evolving  relationships  
between elephants and look  forward  to  what  the  future  holds.  

BILLIE & SISSY

DEBBIE

T R U N K L I N E S  |  Q  H A B I T A T  &  B A R N
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Toward  the  end  of  spring,  The  Sanctuary’s  Maintenance  
Team  created  and  regraded  trails  for  Ronnie  to  help  offer  
relief  from  the  pollens  and  grasses  that  make  her  itchy.  
Dusting,  regular  fire  hose  baths  from  Caregivers,  and  allergy  
medications  provided  by  The  Sanctuary’s  Veterinary  Team  
also  help  tremendously  to  alleviate  her  allergy  symptoms.  
Minnie  and  Debbie  are  often  seen  accompanying  Ronnie  
along  the  trails  or  splashing  together  in  one  of  their  habitat’s  
many  ponds.  One  recent  afternoon,  Debbie  and  Ronnie  were  
found  off  the  beaten  path,  on  a  steep  wooded  hillside.  
Caregivers  brought  their  dinner  to  a  nearby  fence  line  so  
they  could  continue  to  explore  through  the  evening.    

This  spring,  Q  Barn  also  received  a  hay  chopper  purchased 
by  a  donor,  which  makes  a  huge  impact  on  Care  Staff’s  
daily  routine.  Sissy  requires  hay  to  be  chopped  due  to  the  
malocclusions  in  her  jaw—her  teeth  are  formed  in  a  way  
where  it’s  difficult  for  her  to  chew  hay.  To  make  eating  easier  
for  Sissy,  Caregivers  were  using  a  lawn  mower  or  weed  
whacker  to  cut  the  hay  to  smaller  bits,  which  took  a  great  
deal  of  time  out  of  Caregivers’  daily  schedules.  The  new  hay  
chopper  greatly  speeds  up  the  process.  

EleCam  viewers  have  been  excited  to  see  that  all  of  the  
Q  elephants—Debbie,  Minnie,  Ronnie,  Billie,  and  Sissy  have  
been  taking  regular  naps  in  the  habitat  as  this  indicates  that  
they  are  feeling  safe  and  comfortable  with  all  the  new  and  
growing  friendships.

BILLIE RONNIE

MINNIE
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» Asia Habitat & Barn

Now  in  her  23rd  year  in  retirement,  Tarra  is  no  stranger  to  
summer  at  The  Sanctuary.  The  warmer  weather  is  Tarra’s  
cue  to  begin  traversing  the  larger  habitat  areas,  far  from  
the  barn.  To  encourage  her  travels,  Caregivers  dropped  
vegetables,  fruit,  and  hay  down  North  Road,  which  leads  
to  The  Sanctuary’s  25-acre  lake.  Her  first  trip  to  the  lake  
this  year  was  in  mid-April,  and  since  then,  she’s  been  seen  
spending  time  in  and  around  the  lake  daily.  She  is  almost  
always  seen  in  ‘Right  Field’  for  her  morning  meal.  Some  
mornings,  Tarra  greets  Caregivers  by  spinning  in  circles,  
trumpeting,  and  making  her  signature  “barking”  vocalization  
while  kicking  her  feet  in  all  directions  and  rubbing  her  body  
on  the  bars  of  the  Protected  Contact  training  corral.   

One  recent  sunny  afternoon,  Caregivers  were  checking  on  
Tarra  at  a  training  corral  in  the  habitat,  when  she  decided  it  
was  time  to  cool  off  at  the  lake.  She  walked  to  the  water’s  
edge  and  thoroughly  doused  herself  before  returning  to  the  
training  wall  at  the  corral  to  participate  in  her  care.  Tarra  
has  also  been  spending  time  at  ‘Hidden  Pond,’  a  small  
pond  concealed  by  a  clump  of  trees,  nearly  a  mile  away  
from  the  lake.  

Shirley,  now  70  years  old,  has  been  spending  more  time  
in  and  around  the  Asia  Barn.  However,  one  morning  as  
Caregivers  arrived,  they  noticed  Shirley  was  nowhere  to  be  
seen.  They  soon  discovered  her  exploring  the  very  bottom  

TARRA

SHIRLEY

of  the  valley  at  the  back  of  North  Yard.  Her  side  was  wet,  
indicating  that  she  had  just  stood  up  from  a  nap.  Caregivers  
then  noticed  a  well-worn  elephant  path  that  they  had  not  
known  existed.  Apparently,  Shirley  frequents  the  valley  in  the  
middle  of  the  night—proving  that  even  at  70,  Shirley  continues  
to  be  full  of  surprises.   

T R U N K L I N E S  |  A S I A  H A B I T A T
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The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee provides lifetime care to elephants retired from performance and exhibition, many of whom suffer long-
term health and behavioral issues common to aging captive elephants. While the average lifespan of captive elephants is 42 years for Asians 
and 47 years for Africans, The Sanctuary’s 11 resident elephants currently range in age from 35 to 70. As these elephants age in place, they 
require greater care and veterinary attention to chronic, progressive conditions. To  best  serve  our  resident  elephants and  those  to come, 
The Sanctuary is preparing to  break ground on a modern Elephant Health Care Center.

Inspiration for The Elephant Health Care Center comes from caring for Shirley, one of the oldest living elephants in North America at 
70 years old. As we observe changes in Shirley as she ages, we recognize greater susceptibility to many of the issues that face aging captive 
elephants—and a longer healing process when age-related health issues do arise. We will continue to apply this knowledge to help care for 
Shirley and all current and future Sanctuary residents as they age. 

T H E  E L E P H A N T  H E A L T H  C A R E  C E N T E R  W I L L . .

Serve  as  a  centrally  located  space  
dedicated  to  veterinary  services  with  
offices  for  The  Sanctuary’s  full-time  
veterinary  staff  and  visiting  consultants.

The  total  cost  for  The  Elephant  Health Care  Center  is  $1,075,000,  which  includes  the  Veterinary  Services  offices  and  lab,  the  
two-stall  barn  with  solar  array,  and  two  acres  of  habitat  fencing  with  training  wall.  The  Board  of  The  Elephant  Sanctuary  has  
set  aside  the  use  of  $620,000  from  operational  reserves  to  help  fund  this  center.  We  are  asking  our  generous  supporters  to  
help  us  raise  the  remaining  $455,000  through  this  campaign.

Include a meeting space/conference room and  a  
fully equipped on-site lab to support the  sharing  
of information with others working to better meet 
the needs of these complex animals and  ensure  
The Sanctuary is best prepared for the ongoing 
care of our aging elephant population.

Be situated next to a new two-stall 
elephant  barn equipped  with a solar 
array  and  a  habitat  enclosure with an 
outdoor training  wall to allow  for  the  
continuous care and  close observation 
of elephants with  extenuating needs. 

» Elephant Health Care Center Campaign

An anonymous donor has generously offered $150,000 in matching funds to help us reach our goal of $455,000 by September 2018.  

We hope you will partner with us to create this modern facility specifically designed to meet the needs of aging captive elephants.

To contribute to this campaign, please use the enclosed envelope to designate 
your gift for The Elephant Health Care Center, or visit shop.elephants.com. 

GIVE NOW AND DOUBLE YOUR GIFT.  
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» Shirley Turns 70

SHIRLEY AT THE SANCTUARY

July  6th,  2018  marked  the  70th  birthday  of  Asian  elephant  Shirley,  the  
third  oldest  elephant  in  North  America.    

Born  in  Sumatra  in  1948,  Shirley  was  captured  from  the  wild  and  sold  to  a  
traveling  circus,  entertaining  audiences  for  more  than  20  years.  In  addition  
to  the  immense  physical  and  emotional  impact  that  a  life  of  performance  
has  on  captive  elephants,  during  her  time  in  the  circus,  Shirley  survived  
capture  by  Fidel  Castro’s  forces,  a  ship  fire,  and  a  highway  accident  that  killed  
two  other  elephants.  When  the  boat  transporting  Shirley’s  circus  caught  fire  and  
sank,  Shirley  survived  with  several  burn  scars  on  her  back,  side,  and  feet.  

In  1974,  Shirley  suffered  a  broken  leg  during  an  altercation  with  another  elephant.  As  it  
healed,  several  bones  in  her  leg  fused  together,  creating  an  abnormal  angle  and  shape  and  a  sequestrum  (devitalized  bone  under  
the  skin  that  cause  periodic  sores  and  localized  drainage).  As  a  result  of  her  injury,  in  1977,  she  was  transferred  to  The  Louisiana  
Purchase  Zoo  and  Gardens  where  she  was  the  sole  elephant  resident  for  22  years.  As  Shirley  aged,  the  zoo  staff  decided  she  
needed  more  space  and  the  companionship  of  other  elephants.  Her  primary  caretaker,  Solomon  James,  accompanied  Shirley  on  
her  journey  to  The  Elephant  Sanctuary  in  Tennessee.  Her  arrival  was  captured  by  Argo  Films  and  became  part  of  the  documentary,  
The  Urban  Elephant.  

At  The  Sanctuary,  Shirley  was  reunited  with  another  Asian  elephant,  Jenny.  The  two  performed  together  in  the  circus  24  years  
earlier.  For  the  next  seven  years,  Shirley  and  Jenny  were  inseparable  in  a  relationship  resembling  one  of  a  mother  and  daughter.  
The  Urban  Elephant  documented  Shirley  and  Jenny’s  explorations  together,  including  Shirley  standing  guard  over  Jenny  as  she  
took  naps  in  the  habitat.  During  this  time,  Shirley  also  emerged  as  the  matriarch  of  the  “Founding  Herd,”  a  leadership  role  reserved  
for  the  most  respected  and  admired  elephant  in  the  group.  Jenny  died  in  2006.  After  a  short  time,  Shirley  was  seen  spending  
time  with  Tarra,  and  also  with  Winkie  and  Sissy  and  gained  a  reputation  as  one  of  The  Sanctuary’s  most  traveled  elephants,  often  
taking  miles-long  journeys  to  far  expanses  of  the  habitat. 
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This  past  year,  The  Sanctuary’s  Care  and  Veterinary  team  
have  noted  that  Shirley’s  pace  has  begun  to  slow.  With  these  
changes  in  mobility,  Shirley  has  limited  access  to  the  larger  
habitat  areas—however,  she  continues  to  inspire  elephant  
lovers  the  world  over  with  her  perseverance  and  resilience.    

An  individualized  health  care  plan,  including  innovative  
medicated  epoxy  foot  pads  developed  by  The  Sanctuary’s  
Veterinary  team  have  allowed  Shirley  to  continue  to  comfortably  
maneuver  the  habitat  surrounding  the  Asia  Barn.  Always  eager  
to  accept  a  fire  hose  bath  from  Caregivers  on  hot  days,  
Shirley  has  been  enjoying  several  long  hose-downs  this  spring  
and  summer.  During  a  recent  bath,  Shirley  faced  the  hose  
with  her  ears  out,  letting  the  cool  water  flow  down  her  head,  
ears,  and  trunk,  periodically  raising  her  trunk  and  opening  her  
mouth  to  have  a  drink.  This  summer,  Shirley  has  also  been  
seen  standing  in  the  middle  of  her  mud  wallow  and  tossing  
mud  on  herself  for  hours  at  a  time.  

For  her  milestone  70th  birthday,  Caregivers  pulled  out  all  the  
stops—creating  a  gigantic  ‘70’  out  of  bamboo,  strung  with  fresh  
flowers  and  produce.    

The  biggest  surprise  of  all,  however,  was  when  Shirley’s  former  
Caregiver, Solomon  James,  arrived  at  The  Sanctuary  to  see  Shirley  
on her  birthday—his  first  visit  since  1995.  Solomon  and  the  other  
staff  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Zoo  and  Gardens  played  an 
integral  role  in  retiring  Shirley  to  The  Sanctuary.  As  Solomon  
walked  up  to  the  fence  line  and  began  talking  to  Shirley, she  
turned  her  head  in  his  direction  and  held  both  ears out,  listening  
intently.  After  a  while,  Shirley  came  toward  the fence and  gently  
accepted  produce  from  Solomon  with  her  trunk.  

    I  guess  I  never  actually  dreamed  that  after  working  with  
her  for  22  years,  that  [almost]  20  years  later,  Shirley  would  
still  be  here,  looking  like  she’s  doing  well,    said  Solomon.     
    I’m  hoping  she  has  many  birthdays  and  by  the  way  she’s  
looking  now,  I  believe  she’s  going  to.

The  Sanctuary  is  honored  to  continue  to  provide  Shirley  with  
the  highest  quality  of  care  in  her  golden  years.  

SOLOMON JAMES OFFERS 
SHIRLEY FRESH PRODUCE
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»  A World for Elephants
» N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  F I E L D 

Through the generosity of our legacy society members,  The 
Elephant Sanctuary is proud to provide international support to 
Utopia Scientific, a non-profit organization founded by Dr. Caitlin 
O’Connell, one of the world’s preeminent scientists on African 
elephants’ communication and social dynamics, and her husband, 
Tim Rodwell. 

Utopia Scientific operates the Mushara Elephant Project, an African 
elephant research and conservation project within Etosha National 
Park in Namibia that studies the long-term dynamic of wild African 
elephant societies and the implications for conservation. Dr. 
O’Connell’s primary areas of focus are basic elephant research; 
research and solutions in the area of supporting surveillance, 
anti-poaching, and management; and science education, capacity 
building and public outreach. 

“We are extremely grateful for your support and for taking Utopia 
Scientific on as a conservation partner. I can’t thank you enough 
for your generosity and interest in our program, and I can’t stress 
enough the importance of our elephant field program in Namibia 
to elephant conservation around the world.” – Caitlin O’Connell

Two of Dr. O’Connell’s books, The Elephant Scientist and 
Elephant Don are available through The Sanctuary’s online store,  
shop.elephants.com.

For additional reading on Utopia Scientific, please visit  
www.utopiascientific.org, www.elephantskinny.tumblr.com, as well 
as the National Geographic website blog “A Voice For Elephants.”

T R U N K L I N E S  |  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  O U T R E A C H
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Elephants have always been 15-year-old Clyde Granzeier’s  
favorite animal. 

“My parents adopted an elephant at The Sanctuary as a birthday gift, 
and I’ve been interested in elephants and The Sanctuary ever since.” 

When a 7th grade class assignment called for Clyde to raise awareness 
for a charity of his choosing, Clyde turned his interest into action and 
chose The Elephant Sanctuary. Clyde decided to sell “Elephant Grams,” 
an elephant-themed take on a candy gram, at his school outside of 
Detroit. Clyde created cards decorated with elephant stamps and other 
decorations, and for a small fee, would hand deliver the gram with 
message to the recipient on Valentine’s Day. Clyde’s mom, Michelle, 
baked cookies to be sold along with the Elephant Grams. Clyde worked 
with The Sanctuary to provide a Distance Learning program for his 
school, further introducing his fellow students to the needs of elephants. 
And in June 2018, Clyde, accompanied by his parents, attended one of 
The Sanctuary’s on-site volunteer days.

“I’m thankful that I was able to spend time physically helping out at 
The Sanctuary with staff and other volunteers. It was awesome!” 

Now in the 9th grade and known as “the kid who loves elephants,” Clyde 
continues to sell Elephant Grams and to be an advocate for elephants. 

“My hope is that more students get interested in elephants and think 
about how they should be treated.” 

H AV E  YO U  H E R D?

Do you ever wonder what an elephant’s favorite food is? 
Or how they take a bath? 

The Caregiver Chat series at The Elephant Discovery Center 
is your chance to dive deeper into what it’s really like to work 
with The Sanctuary’s resident elephants every day. Have your 
questions answered and explore topics beyond “Elephant 
101.” Come early to check out the new interactive exhibits and 
brush up on your basic elephant knowledge before diving in 
to a more complex topic with one of our Caregivers. 

» How do you work with an animal ten times your size? 

» How do elephants learn? 

» Do elephants have personalities? 

With each chat you can grow your own personal knowledge 
of these complex animals and impress your friends and family 
as you become an elephant expert. Chats include photos and 
videos of The Sanctuary residents, animal artifacts, audience 
interaction and most excitingly, the insider knowledge of our 
dedicated staff. While no elephants will be present for the 
series, you may feel you know them just a bit better after 
talking to the people who have the privilege to care for them. 

Supporter Spotlight

Family-friendly Caregiver Chats take place the 
second Saturday of each month 1–1:30 pm and 
include hands-on activities for kids. 

The Elephant Discovery Center will also be open 
to visitors on every second Saturday throughout 
the summer, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

» Caregiver Chat
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BECOME A MEMBER

The Elephant Sanctuary is working to provide a safe haven 
where elephants can retire with dignity, roam free in a natural 
habitat, and receive a lifetime of individualized care. Become a 
member of our herd with a minimum donation of $50 and receive 
monthly EleNews email updates; and a one-year subscription to 
The Elephant Sanctuary’s triannual newsletter, Trunklines.

Become a Sustaining Member and your monthly gifts will support 
best care for The Sanctuary’s resident elephants, as well as 
support educational programming to ensure elephants survive 
for generations to come.

ADOPT AN ELEPHANT

The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee cares for 11 elephants, 
all retired from exhibition and performance. By adopting one 
(or more) of these elephants, you become a partner in The 
Sanctuary’s efforts to provide them the gift of herd, home, rest, 
refuge, and individualized care for life.  

FEED AN ELEPHANT

Each of The Sanctuary’s resident elephants consumes, 
on average, approximately 150 lbs of food each day. The 
elephants forage naturally in the habitat, and The Sanctuary 
staff also provides additional food and supplements to make 
sure nutritional needs are met. Every elephant has her favorite 
food. Shirley loves bananas. Debbie likes plain hay. $50 feeds 
an elephant for a day.

MINNIE

» Support an Elephant

At the $50 LEVEL, you receive:
• Certificate of “Adoption,” with a photo and bio 

detailing the amazing story of your “adoptee.”

• A one-year subscription to The Sanctuary’s  
triannual newsletter, Trunklines.

At the $50 LEVEL, you receive:
• A Feed an Elephant photo card with  

information about the elephants’ diet.

• A one-year subscription to The Sanctuary’s 
triannual newsletter, Trunklines.

“In Honor” and “In Memory” gifts are a great way to recognize a 
special person or pet. If you choose to make an “In Honor” gift, 
the person you designate will receive an “In Honor” certificate 
informing them a gift has been made in their name. If the 
recipient is a new member to The Elephant Sanctuary, they will 
also receive the latest copy of Trunklines. If you make an “In 
Memory” gift, the designated family will receive a letter informing 
them of your donation.

T R U N K L I N E S  |  S U P P O R T  A N  E L E P H A N T
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The Elephant Sanctuary Cap
This classic, unstructured cap with tri-glide 
buckle closure features The Elephant Sanctuary 
logo and is made in the USA.

Colors: Charcoal or Stone

$29.95

T R U N K L I N E S  |  M E R C H A N D I S E

Elephant Sanctuary Merchandise

Find all your Elephant Sanctuary merchandise at 
elephants.com, or place your order using the 

enclosed order form and envelope.

Shirley T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, 
this worn-in vintage-inspired unisex 
T-shirt features Asian elephant, 
Shirley. The Elephant Sanctuary logo 
is printed on the back.

Color: Ice Blue

Sukari T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, 
this worn-in vintage-inspired unisex 
T-shirt features African elephant, 
Sukari. The Elephant Sanctuary logo 
is printed on the back. 

Color: Khaki

Tange T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, 
this worn-in vintage-inspired unisex 
T-shirt features African elephant, 
Tange. The Elephant Sanctuary logo 
is printed on the back. 

Color: Navy

Tarra T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, this 
worn-in vintage-inspired unisex T-shirt 
features Asian elephant, Tarra. The 
Elephant Sanctuary logo is printed on 
the back. 

Color: Brick

Flora T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, this 
worn-in vintage-inspired unisex T-shirt 
features African elephant, Flora. The 
Elephant Sanctuary logo is printed 
on the back.

 Color: Poppy

Sissy T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, this 
worn-in vintage-inspired unisex T-shirt 
features Asian elephant, Sissy. The 
Elephant Sanctuary logo is printed on 
the back.

Color: Royal Caribbean

Adult T-Shirts - $24.95

$24.95

Find Your Herd Tote

Billie T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, this 
worn-in vintage-inspired unisex T-shirt 
features Asian elephant, Billie. The 
Elephant Sanctuary logo is printed 
on the back.

Color: Blue Spruce

Women’s Logo T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL

This women’s cut T-shirt features 
The Sanctuary’s logo on the left 
chest in green, and the website 
on the back. Side seamed with a 
contoured body for a feminine fit. 

Color: Heather Gray

Debbie T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, this 
worn-in vintage-inspired unisex T-shirt 
features Asian elephant, Debbie. The 
Elephant Sanctuary logo is printed 
on the back.

Color: Wine

Minnie T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, 
this worn-in vintage-inspired unisex 
T-shirt features Asian elephant, 
Minnie. The Elephant Sanctuary logo 
is printed on the back.

Color: Yam

Ronnie T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL

Made from 100% soft-spun cotton, 
this worn-in vintage-inspired unisex 
T-shirt features Asian elephant, 
Ronnie. The Elephant Sanctuary logo 
is printed on the back.

Color: Seafoam

Find Your Herd  
Original T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL

Looking for your herd? Find it in this 
new, super-soft 100% ring-spun cotton 
“Find Your Herd” T-shirt. 

Color: Kiwi Green

Find Your Herd 
Women’s T-Shirt
SM, MED, LG, XL, XXL, XXXL

Looking for your herd? Find it in 
this new, super-soft 100% ring-spun 
cotton “Find Your Herd” T-shirt. 
Side-seamed with a contoured body 
for a feminine fit. 

Color: Coral

Find Your Herd  
Youth T-Shirt

XS, SM, MED, LG, XL

This brand new youth T-shirt 
distinguishes your child as part of a 
global herd of elephant lovers. Made 
by Gildan, this 100% cotton T-shirt is 
perfect for playtime.

Color: Navy

This high-quality reusable tote bag is made in 
the USA from 100% cotton by Enviro-Tote™.

Size: 13” w x 16” h x 5” g; 25” handle 

$18.95



Connect with us Online 
at elephants.com!
Stay current on news from The Sanctuary and 
support the wellbeing of captive elephants through 
your favorite social networks. You can also sign 
up to receive our free monthly online newsletter, 
EleNews (formerly eTrunklines), which includes 
information on special events, merchandise, and 
new posts to our blog. 

P.O. BOX 393
HOHENWALD, TENNESSEE 38462
WWW.ELEPHANTS.COM
931-796-6500

With the help of our members, we are working to provide 
a safe haven where elephants can retire with dignity and 
receive a lifetime of care. Basic Annual Membership starts 
at $50 and includes a subscription to Trunklines, our 
triannual newsletter. 

If interested in The Elephant Sanctuary’s VIP Membership 
Program ($2000 per year for five consecutive years), 
contact lorenda@elephants.com or 931-796-6500 ext. 105. 
VIP members are invited to one tour of The Sanctuary 
facilities – with no guarantee of seeing an elephant – 
to gain a deepened understanding of The Sanctuary's 
mission and the complex needs of captive elephants. 

Please use the enclosed envelope/form to designate your 
gifts. Thank you for your support! 

Join the Herd

Our strong performance as an animal welfare/wildlife 
conservation 501(c)(3) non-profit is recognized by reputable 

charity monitoring groups.

Awards and Recognition

The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee is proudly accredited by 
the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries and certified by the 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums.

Trunklines is printed on paper certified by both the Rainforest Alliance and the Forest Stewardship Council. FSC wood products are 
known to prevent decimation of forests located in or near native habitats for wild elephants.

To improve the lives of captive elephants, please contact your legislators.


