
2015 ANNUAL REPORT The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee is proudly accredited 
by the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries.



In 2015, The Elephant Sanctuary celebrated 20 years of history, growth, and development in 
our work to fulfill our dual mission to provide elephants with refuge and care and to educate 
others about their complex needs and challenges. The yearlong celebration began with 
recognition of the 24 elephants given refuge and care at The Sanctuary since 1995 and with 
much anticipation of when the next elephant would arrive.  

We were honored by a visit mid-year from Dr. Caitlin O’Connell, preeminent elephant scientist 
and author of Elephant Don. Summer trips by staff to meet with elephant care professionals 
in Thailand and China highlighted new opportunities to share best practices. Throughout the 
year, staff worked on updates to barns, fencing, and equipment to ensure current residents 
received the very best care.

Then in late September 2015, Hadari, The Sanctuary’s 25th resident, was welcomed, followed 
by Sukari and Rosie in November. After years spent on exhibition, all three Africans were 
retired to our facility, a natural habitat dedicated to their lifetime care and well-being.

The list of achievements for 2015 and the addition of the new residents are the result of 
the hard work and commitment of staff, board, volunteers, and loyal supporters who make 
sanctuary a reality. A collaborative staff team provides individualized care, veterinary 
treatment, and planned enrichment—all carried out to meet the health and social needs 
of each resident. The staff team, along with our many volunteers, works to educate others 
about the crisis facing elephants in the wild and the challenges to elephants living in captivity. 
Through outreach, education, and the EleCams, the public learns about the positive impact 
that expansive natural habitats, protected contact management, and the opportunity for 
freedom-of-choice has on captive elephants.

As you read through The Elephant Sanctuary’s 2015 accomplishments, please remember 
your support has made an enormous difference for elephants everywhere. Thank you for 
sharing our commitment and love for these intelligent, exceptional beings.

Sincerely,

Janice Zeitlin, CEO

DEAR FRIENDS,

OUR MISSION
The Elephant Sanctuary exists for two reasons:

• To provide captive elephants with individualized care, the 

companionship of a herd, and the opportunity to live out their 

lives in a safe haven dedicated to their wellbeing; and

• To raise public awareness of the complex needs of elephants 

in captivity, and the crisis facing elephants in the wild.

Founded in 1995, The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee is the 

nation’s largest natural-habitat refuge developed specifically around 

the needs of endangered Asian and African elephants. It operates 

on 2,700 acres in Hohenwald, Tennessee – 85 miles southwest 

of Nashville. As an accredited sanctuary, the habitat where the 

elephants live is not open to the public.

Learn more at elephants.com

ABOUT US

The Elephant Sanctuary is licensed by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency, and accredited by 
the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries.

Front Cover: Flora 
Back Cover: Shirley

Our strong performance as an animal-welfare/wildlife-conservation nonprofit is 
recognized by reputable charity watchdog groups:
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Captured wild in Africa at age one, Hadari was imported to the United 
States and spent over 30 years in Southeastern attractions. From Jungle 
Larry’s African Safari in Florida to the Nashville Zoo in Tennessee, Hadari 
shared enclosures with other African elephants, distinguished by unique 
features – long eye lashes with very expressive eyes and hair that reflects 
red in the sunlight. In 2015, Hadari became the 25th elephant to retire to 
The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee.

Like many elephants taken from the wild as calves to spend their lives on 
exhibit or performing, Hadari had little to no experience with freedom-of-
choice or large tracts of land. Hadari spent the first night in The Sanctuary 
undecided as to whether to be in the barn or checking out the new 
surroundings in the moonlight. Hadari did both.

“Watching Hadari’s transformation has been an incredible experience,” 
says Stephanie DeYoung, The Sanctuary’s Director of Elephant Husbandry. 
“When she first arrived, Hadari did not appear to understand that she 
could make her own choices. Hadari very quickly figured out she could go 
wherever she chose. She also discovered the habitat’s mud wallows and 
jumped right in.”

Supporters watch the Africa EleCam to glimpse Hadari walking into the 
wooded South Valley and along the perimeter of the habitat, much farther 
away from the barn than she ventured last fall. Every action indicates 
Hadari is making The Sanctuary her home.

A NEW BEGINNING 
FOR HADARI

Dr. Richard Rhoda – Chair 2015 - 2016
Executive Director (Retired),
Tennessee Higher Education Commission

Dr. William Schaffner – President 2015 - 2016
Professor of Preventive Medicine and Infectious Diseases,
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Janice Zeitlin – Vice President 2015 - 2016
CEO, The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee

Bob Burklow – Secretary, 2015 - 2016
Former Mayor, City of Hohenwald, Tennessee

Albert Ambrose – Treasurer 2015 - 2016
President, E.T. Lowe Publishing, Co. & Lowe Graphics & Printing, Inc.

Sharon Langford – Board Member 2015 - 2016
Marketing/Management Consultant; Animal Welfare Author/Volunteer

Phillip R. Snyder – Board Member 2015
Executive Director, Suncoast Humane Society

Michael K. Stagg – Board Member 2016
Attorney, Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP

Janice Zeitlin   CEO

Deborah Perry    Director of Finance & Administration

Joe Rizzo            Director of Facilities

Keith Woodley      Director of Development 

Steven Scott, DVM   Director of Veterinary Care

Lydia Young, DVM    Associate Veterinarian

Stephanie DeYoung  Director of Husbandry

LEADERSHIP

2015 - 2016 Board of Directors

Senior Management Team

EleCam and Caregiver video footage of “Hadari Exploring 

Sanctuary” has over 8,000 views on our YouTube channel! 

Watch online at YouTube.com/ElephantSanctuaryTN.

Watch EleCam views of all the elephants at elephants.com
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Observed a new herd dynamic in the Quarantine Habitat as 
Debbie, Ronnie and Minnie suddenly became inseparable after 
years of supervised “play-dates ;”

Constructed a five-acre Transition Habitat to introduce new 
elephants to staff and Protected Contact management without 
impacting current residents;

Completed TB treatments on all affected elephants, 
demonstrating the effectiveness of Protected Contact 
management within a fully-integrated Veterinary and Husbandry 
program;

Welcomed three new African elephants – 
Hadari, Sukari and Rosie – whose owners 
chose retirement for them at The Elephant 
Sanctuary. All three were captured from 
the wild as calves and imported to the 
United States, and spent decades working 
in entertainment and/or on exhibition. 
They now enjoy a vast natural habitat that encourages healthy 
behaviors;

Highlights from the year include:2015 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Saw 12% increase in Elecam views after 13 new 
HD solar-powered cameras were installed for 
enhanced live-streaming of the elephants to 2.9 
million viewers world-wide;  

Doubled the number of K-12 students across 
the country who learned about the complex 
needs of elephants via The Sanctuary’s Distance 
Learning program ;

Partnered with Howard+Revis Exhibit Design 
Services of Washington, DC on a new Elephant Discovery Center in 
downtown Hohenwald, slated to open in spring 2017;

Hosted 120 Volunteers from across the United States and Canada 
for onsite service projects, including college students on alternative 
Spring Break and Fall Break;

Supported care of captive elephants in China, Thailand and South 
America by sharing best practices and exchanging protocols on 
effective treatment;   

Achieved a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator for the third consecutive year. Only 14% 
of evaluated charities have accomplished this, indicating that The Elephant Sanctuary 
outperforms most other American charities in sound fiscal management and commitment to 
accountability and transparency.        
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1 Shed
for hay storage at Africa

2015 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

These figures reflect audited financials.

The Elephant Sanctuary has set aside unrestricted financial operational reserves of four times its budgeted 
expenses to ensure the lifetime care and safe haven for an undetermined number of elephants. Elephants have 
an expected life span of 50 – 70 years and The Sanctuary is committed to providing food, shelter, veterinary 
care, medicine, caregivers, property maintenance and security. Along with the public’s continuing support, these 
funds are needed to provide for the elephants currently in our care and for those that will come to The Sanctuary. 

PUBLIC SUPPORT & REVENUE   

Public Support 6,939,039

Total Public Support & Revenue 6,939,039

EXPENSES & LOSSES   

PROGRAM SERVICES

   Shelter and Care 2,973,321

   Education 698,436

Total Program Services 3,671,757 

SUPPORTING SERVICES  

   Management 516,652 

   Fundraising 270,482

Total Supporting Servcies 787,134

Total Expenses 4,458,891

 82% PROGRAM SERVICES

 12% MANAGEMENT

 6% FUNDRAISING

SOURCES OF REVENUE

500 gallons

2,675

4 Machines

16 Elephants

3,336

800

Grandma’s Molasses by B&G Foods

enjoyed a peaceful, humane retirement 

at The Elephant Sanctuary 

people “adopted” an elephant

Wish List items purchased

Trackhoe, Bobcat, All-Terrain Man Lift 

and Honda Rubicon ATV

elephant meals supplied

152

4,725 lbs
all-natural peanut butter

pachyderm pedicures 

2015 DONORS’ IMPACT
ON ELEPHANT CARE

 48.75% PUBLIC SUPPORT

 31.10% BEQUESTS

 8.58% GRANTS/FOUNDATIONS

 6.14% UNDERWRITING

 2.16% MERCHANDISE

 1.62% IN-KIND

 1.27% ENDOWMENTS

 0.38% CORPORATIONS

EXPENSES

1 Safety Box
for Mobile Vet Clinic

11 Sets
of barn flaps

5
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THANK YOU! We are grateful to more than 25,000 supporters whose generosity is improving 
the lives of elephants. Though we cannot list them all, every single donor makes a difference!

$25,000+
Helen Berkeley

Stephen & Mary Birch 

Foundation

Brunckhorst Foundation

Scott Cawthon*

Vincent J. Coates Foundation

James A. ‘Buddy’ Davidson 

Charitable Foundation

Anonymous Foundation* 

$10,000+
Andrea Waitt Carlton Family 

Foundation

Anonymous Foundation

Kathryn & Edgar Beyn*

Marcy Bordeaux

Liz Broderick*

Gladys Cofrin & Daniel Logan*

Kiki Courtelis*

The Creek Bed Foundation

Gabrielle Donato*

George Duke

Elise Eaton*

Walter R. Ferguson Charitable 

Foundation

Gary Fink

Foren Family Foundation*

Frog Crossing Foundation

Katharyn Alvord Gerlich*

Frederick Goodstein*

Kerr Family Foundation*

Lois Knight & William Schaffner*

Evis Knudson

Michael & Ina Korek Foundation 

Trust

Maja Kristin

Land Conservancy, Inc.

The Landis B. Gullett Charitable 

Trust*

Denise Landman & Walter 

Palawsky*

Susan E. McKenzie*

Jorja Merrick*

Sue Montgomery*

Mary Jane & Bryan Morgan*

Craig Newmark

Selma Oritt Foundation

Anne Pattee

Joan Poster & Dennis Poster

David Roberts*

Rock to the Rescue Foundation*

Katherine Shelton

Candis J. Stern Foundation

V. Ann Tucker

I.N. & Susanna H. Van Nuys 

Foundation

Edna Wardlaw Charitable Fund

Ted & Sheila Weschler*

Paul West*

Whole Foods Market

Anonymous

$5,000+
Ark Antiques

Shirley Ashley

Jane Decker Asmis Trust

Sandra Atlas Bass & Edythe and 

Sol G. Atlas Fund

Brenda Bass*

Fontaine Maury Belford 

Memorial Fund of The 

Greater Cincinnati Foundation

William & Jill Carlberg*

The Community Foundation of 

Middle Tennessee

Chickasaw Foundation*

Walter E. Davis II & Elizabeth 

Haartz

Martha DeRight*

Doran Family Foundation

The Nancy-Carroll Draper 

Charitable Foundation

The Max & Victoria Dreyfus 

Foundation

Shobha Eason

Frank M. Ewing Foundation

Mary Fleming

The Franklin Philanthropic 

Foundation

Bradley Goldberg Family 

Foundation*

Christopher Gregory

Linda Guinn*

The Gumbo Foundation

Edward & Georgianna Harris

Marjorie Hoidale

Debbie Huber

William Huddleston*

Cynthia Jensen & Michael 

Packer*

Bobby Kishore

Sara A. Maisano Foundation

Lynda Maroney

Martha McTavish*

MKM Foundation

Jennifer & John Mor

Earl D. & Marian N. Olson Fund

The Paulus Foundation

Marianne Reilly & David Coler

Shannon & Stephanie Sander*

Sonal & John Sheppard

Nadine & John Simms

John M. Simpson Foundation

Deborah & Barry Smith*

Joe Sniezek

The St. Sue Foundation

Eric Stehouwer*

Angie Sutherland*

Talley Donor Advised Fund

Jean Vogel

Anonymous

Marcia Ware & Gary Wang

Leslie Williams

$1,000+
Susan Abbate

Rachel Abrams

The Adelaar Foundation

Barbara Agosin

Jackie Allis

Nykole Anderson

William Anderson Foundation

Mary Andrews

Animal Health Foundation of 

California

The Antero Charitable 

Foundation

Andrea Arnholt

The Aronson Family Foundation

The William S. & Ann Atherton 

Foundation

Ayudar Foundation

Melissa Azzi

Zahir Babvani

Amy Bacheller

William & Debra Bagley

Whitfield Bailey

Mary Baker

S. Balolia Family Foundation

Baobab Fund

Christopher Barber

Holly Bard

Annette & Robert Barletta

Shirley Barnes

Michelle Barnett

Stacey & Dennis Barsema

Cathy & Lee Battles

Carol Bauer

Michael & Tanya Bauer

Michele Becker*

Carol Beebe

Maria Bell

Michael Bellin

Dean & Kelly Belvis

Joy Benge

Steven Bentley

Jo Bergholtz

Jordan & Sarah Berlin*

Joan Bernard

John & Kathy Bernhardt

Patricia Berry

Charlene Biggar

Budd & Julia Bishop

Irene Bloomstein

Corrie Blough*

Kelly Blough*

Sarah, Michael & Peter Bloy

Dallas Boggs

Paul & Patricia Bonham

Cheryl Bowen

Kathi-Jane Bowen

Yvonne Bowers

Valerie Brackett & Nikolaos 

Monoyios Charitable Fund

Kay Bradley & Robert Tannert, 

Jr.*

Margaret Brenneman

Lynn Briggs

Liz Briskin

Diana Brookes

Jack & Melinda Brooks

Zach Brooks

Jeanne & Ryan Brophy

Carrie Brown*

Pamela Brown

Jonathan Brunsman

Lawrence Brunsman

Nancy Buerkel-Rothfuss

Linda Bugdanowitz

Ellen Bunch

Horatio B. & Willie J. Buntin 

Foundation*

San Buonassisi

Penny Burgess

Tamra Burke

Mary Butch

Kathy Caballero

Mary Cahill

Rene Calloway & David Dallas 

McCoach*

The Carl Family Foundation

Suzanne & John Carlson

Gloria Carr*

Sarah Carr

Marilynn Carroll

John Carusello*

Sharon Casabella

Loretta Casey & Family

Pam Casiday

Michael & Sharon Cassell

Tamarah Castaneda*

Cyrann Castle

Kathi Castle

The Celia & Marcos Family 

Institute

Josefa & Michael Certo

Anne Chalabi

Judy & John Chapman

Mark A. Chapman Foundation

Sheila Chesney

Anonymous

Rhoda Christopher

Chrysalis Foundation

Stacey Citrin

Pamela Clark

Stephen Clayton

Jerolyn & Hearst Coen

Shirley Coffman

Betty Cole

Patricia Collier

Judy Cook

Norma Cook

Mary Cooney & Edward Essl 

Foundation

Kelley Cooper, Cooper Family 

Foundation*

Lea Candy Cooper, Cooper 

Family Foundation

Suzanne Corrington

Country Reproductions

Robert Cox

Cranaleith Foundation

Lynda Crouse

Chris Crowe

Vicki Crumpton

Glenda Cunningham*

Keith Cunningham

Mike & Linda Curb

The Cygnet Foundation

Mary Danner

Diana Daunt

William Davenport & Bruce 

Wiltsie*

Ann Davidson

Kristin Davis

June Davison

Amada Ruiz De Villa 

Stewardship Fund

Ted & Candy Degville

Angela Dello

Louis Dell’Olio

Denison Family Foundation

Jonathan & Wendy Derby

Adam DeSanctis

Donna Dietz

Delores & Leonard Ditsworth

Manjul Dixit

Jo & George Doering*

Shannon Downey

Mary Dozier

Howard & Ursula Dubin 

Foundation*

Mark Dumeyer

Dun Foundation*

Donna Duncan*

Anonymous

Hugh Dunlap

Linda Durham

Earl E. Shelp Charitable 

Foundation

Nancy Ebanks Trust

Ed & Joyce Drake Family Fund

Edelson Foundation

Barbara Edis

Edward Gorey Charitable Trust*

Nancy Eichert

Elepants*

Elizabeth Lindquester Family 

Fund of Community 

Foundation of Greater 

Memphis

Paul Ellsworth

Emily Embrey

EnCana Cares (USA) Foundation

Jocelyn Bailey Esch*

Laurie & Steven Eskind*

Nancy & George Everbach

Korrin Fallbacher

Thomas Farnell

Robert & Susan Feeken

Mary B. Ffolliott*

Anne Fiedler

Waltraud D. Finch

Aaron & Jean Fingerhut

Evalyn Finn-Segal Trust

Mark & Mera Fisher

Steven Fisher

Stephanie Flanders-Martin

Virginia Floyd

Steve Forbes

Chip & Annette Fox*

Janet Franklin*

Cheryl Fresen

Michael & Isabella Friar

Joan Frost

Ronnie & Onoosh Gahagan

James Gainfort

Joan Gallo-Silver

Juliana Garofolo*

John Gerdts

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Giacobone*

Angie Gibson

Teresa & Holger Gieschen

J.C. & S. Gilchrist

Kenneth & Barbara Glaze*

Gale & Gene Glinecki

Valerie Goff

Florence & Steven Goldby*

Juliet Golden

Lindsley Goodpasture

William & Catherine Goodrum*

Beth Gothrick

Maureen Grant

Paul & Pamela Greenberg

David Greenley*

Guilford Publications

Jody Gurin*

Clare Gustafson

Catherine Gutman

Roxane & Owen Gwyn

Donald Hagengruber

Polly Halliday

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Hamm, III

Susan Harcus-Mondea

Anne Hardy

Maxine Harris

Amy Harvey

Rosalind Hassell

Ajakai Hassler

Barbara Havens

William & Patricia Hayes

Julie Haywood

Heaven’s Charity

Debra Hebert

J. Michael Heckethorn & 

Deborah Davison*

Victoria Heil & Eric Raefsky 

Advised Fund at Community 

Foundation of Middle 

Tennessee

Peter Herman

James & Robeson Herrnstein

Tom Hess

Mary Hibbs

Michael & Penny Hickman

Helen Higgins

Hilltop Foundation

Betty Hirte

Roland E. Hoch Family 

Charitable Trust

Linda Hodges*

Dawn Hoffman

Lisa Hoivik
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Eric & Tammy Holby*

Michael & Sandra Holman

Audrine Honey

Diane Honeysett

Hoops That Help

Roberta & Gary Hopkins*

Hopper Veterinary Corporation*

Patricia Hubbard

Vicky & Sam Hunt Foundation

John Huntington

Andrew Huston

Anita Hutchison

Phyllis Hyde

Lee Ann Ingram*

M. H. & Pat Inselmann

Janice Irvine

Judith & James Isaacson

Elizabeth Jackson

Patricia Jacobs

Candace Jacobson

Steven Jacobson

Jacquemin Family Foundation

Jain Center of Southern 

California*

Sheila & Greg Johnson

Virginia Johnson

Kathryn & Bryan Jue

Gregory Juwa

Jane Kamvar

Debora Kane & Tom Whitaker*

Robert Kaplan

Mary Ann Keenan

Kathy Kerchenfaut

Andrea & Chris Kerin

Deborah & John Kern

Carla Kessler Family Foundation

Ann Kiesel*

Phyllis Kinzalow

Mike & Pamela Knies

Marilyn Knipfer

Bonnie Koppelman

Rhonda Kovach

Michael & Pamela Koziel

Jennifer Kroiss

Mary Lafler

Lake Park High School District 108

Shannon Lamb

Frank & Agnes Landrey

Sharon Langford*

Lappen Family Foundation

Louise Larson

Catherine Latham

Alice Lauyer

Lavoie Foundation

Leatherwood Foundation

Bettie Lee*

Leslie & Lee Robert Lemke*

Anne Leyden

Hans Lindt

Gary Lingofelter

Mark Lively

Living Homes, Inc.

Lisa Lloyd

Theresa LoBue

Lynn Lofthouse & Grandchildren*

Nicole & Jason Loiterstein

Kathie Long

David Lowell

Carolyn Lowen

Ann Lozon

Alice Lupton

Walter Lynwood Animal Charity 

Foundation

Amal Maalouf*

Constance MacDougall

Sarah MacGregor*

Barbara & Tom MacLeod

Arthur Magee

Barbara Magin*

Yvonne Magnussen

Mike Mahler

Paula & Walt Mahoney*

Mammoth, Inc.

Lucia Manetta

Louis & Ann Marinaccio

Valerie Marini

Kris Markarian*

Pia Marloff

Barbara Marshall

Dorothy Martin

Cherie & Kenneth Mason

Tim Mather*

Elizabeth & Alexander Mathew

Jean Matthews

Elizabeth Maxwell

John McCaffery

Catherine McCarty

Stephen & Mary McConnell

Donna McCormack*

Joan McCormack Living Trust

Julia McCown

Daren & Joan McCullough

Sydney McDole

Judith McElroy

Elizabeth McEntee

Tamara McFarland*

Michael McGinley

Nancy McGlothlin

Mark McGovern*

Martha McGovern

Kathleen McGuinness

Janet & Michael McGuire

Janet & Douglas McIntosh

Candace & Steven McMaster

Michael McMenamin & Bonnie 

Key*

Steve & Sally McVeigh*

Sally Meacham

Lisa & Jorge Medero*

Marcia Medford

Mary Medina*

Thomas Mego

Andrew, Gigi & Julia Menard

Sarah Menchaca*

Diane Mercadante

Mercedes-Benz of Memphis

Beryl & Helen Merritt

Mary Meyer

David Michaels*

Deborah Miesel*

Jason & Julie Miller

Venessa Miller*

Richard Mohlere

Dale Mollenkopf

Terence & Susan Monaghan

Margaret Montana*

Susan & Robert Montler*

Lydia Morales & Carol Bartunek*

Edith Morgan

Erin Morrissey

Catherine Morton

Hans & Marcia Mosimann*

Sandra Mosley*

William & Janis Mosley*

Melinda Mueller

Diane Muldrow

Kevin Murphy

Maria Murray

Carol Murrin-Kennedy

Thomas Myers

Krishna & Mohan Nair

Darlene Nall*

Vidya & Jagannathan Narasimhan

Teena Nash*

Eugenie Nastri

Cary & Bettie Negley

Ellen Nelson

Ursula Nelson

Mark Nolan

Martin Nolan

Megan Norris

Thomas P. & Patricia A. O’Donnell 

Foundation

Patricia O’Lear

Leslie O’Loughlin

Bob O’Malley

Maureen Osolnik

Theodore & Sandra Patenaude*

Gloria Pauzar

Carson Pease

Margaret Penvose

Cherie Perkins

Laurie Perser*

Louise Pfister Charitable 

Foundation

Faye Phillips

Jennifer Pierce

Sonja Pollack

Carolyn Pollock

Larry & Tracy Pomeroy*

Pool Family Fund

Susan Portwood

Martin & Amy Post

Lynn Potoff

Dara & Ted Wood-Prince / Prince 

Charitable Trusts

Cindy Pronger

The Prospect Hill Foundation

Helena Pycior

Sarah & Gene Qualman

Pamela Quistgaard

Ananya Rajan*

Edward Reineberg

Victoria Reynolds

William G. Reynolds Jr. Charitable 

Foundation

Richard & Nancy Rhoda

Susan Rhoderick

Johna & Byron Rice

Christopher & Vicki Ray Richard*

Grace Jones Richardson Trust

Barbara & Joseph Rizzo

Linda Roberts

Brenda Robertson

Janet Robinson

Kate Robinson

May Robinson

Heber & Fran Rogers*

Joanne Rogoff

Shirley Roper

Rose Rosenblatt

Benjamin J. Rosenthal Foundation

Anonymous*

Tina Rosling & Landon Ohlgren*

Mike Rovner

Linda Royle-Weest

MaryLee Ruth

Vivian Sartelle

Stacey Saunders

Daniela & Mark Scafati

Anne Schepler*

Jeannette & Curtis Schimmels

Ruth Schlossberg

Susan & Daniel Schmitt

Fred Schmitz

Brenda & Donald Schnell

Martha Schuette

Tom, Miriam, Max & Peter 

Schulman

Harold & Mary Jo Schwartz

Annelyn Sebastian*

Alice Sebold

Terry & Katlyn Serman

Arnold Shapiro & Karen MacKain*

Chris Shay*

Charlotte Sherman*

Kathie Sherman & Olga Ydrogo*

Sierra Canyon School

Rosanne Sietins*

Judith & Kennett Simmons

Stuart Simon

Linda H. Simpson*

Julie Simser

Kathleen & James Skinner

Ellie Sloan

Liz Smith

Pierce Smith*

Regina & Charles Smith

John Spanier

Joan Spievak

Gail Spraggins

Christopher Stanton

Louise & Richard Steenblik

Michael Stevens

Frances Stevenson*

Andrea Stock

Sylvia Strike*

James Stutsman

Shura Sullivan

Linda Surratt

Pamela Susslin

Margaret Ellen Swain

Tantalizing Stitches

Jamie Taylor

Marvel Thiel

Karen Thomas

Katherine Thomas-Cummings*

Ron & Deb Thompson

Thornedge Foundation

Kim & George Tikijian

Gail & Robert Tober

Nancy & David Tocci*

Mr. & Mrs. James Totten*

Priscilla Trlica

Nancy Trowbridge

Linda Tucker

Sandra Tullis

Elona Tuomi*

Carolyn Van Dermark

The Patricia & Michael 

VanDerhoef Charitable Fund

Sarah Vigoda

Vista Makai Foundation

Moni Vojcek*

Shelly Wade

Linda Wagner

Wagner Family Trust

Douglas Walker & Susan K. 

Kingston*

Suzanne Ward

Josephine Wardle

Jan Warner

Gregory Watson

Susan Weaver

Martha Webb*

Elaine Weber

Marion Weber*

Lisette C. Weishaupt*

Doris & Jim Weiss

Joan Werner

Patrick Wessels

Mary Whetstone

Cynthia White

Anonymous

The Whole Earth Center

Leisa & Barry Wiggs

Randall Wilburn

Frank & Marilyn Williamson

Nancy Willis

Winnick Family Foundation

Shirley Winther

Barbara Wise

The Wise Family Trust

Patricia Witek

Helen Woodhull Charitable Trust

Eleanora Worth

Dawn Yamada*

Patricia Yamashita*

Helene Yosko*

Karen, Donna & Elliott Young

Patricia Young

Theresa Zapotocky

Janice & Manuel Zeitlin*

Sabine & David Zell

Richard & Jean Zukin 

Philanthropic Fund

Paul & Suzanne Zuzelo

*Denotes VIP Donors

Estate of Martha H. Anderson

Estate of Richard & Yvette Barton

Estate of Edith A. Baumgart

Estate of Beverly Boecher

Estate of Dr. Hanes A. Burkart

Estate of James M. Cantrell, Jr.

Estate of Carol Chapin

Estate of Edythe F. Cook

Estate of John Thomas Crevitt, Jr.

Estate of Stephen R. Dinnerstein

Estate of Gail Fimple

Daniel J. Garr Irrevocable Trust

Estate of Rosaline M. Grashaw

Estate of Anne L. Haller

Estate of Joyce James

Estate of Donald Kirkpatrick

Estate of Jean Ann Kripps

Estate of Sandra L. Lambert

Estate of Delores W. Lawson

Estate of Peggy Lieber

Katherine B. McClure Trust

Estate of Beverly I. Milner

Estate of Juanita C. Pratt

Estate of Gloria Trelles Ripple

Estate of Virginia A. Westmeyer Rosen

Estate of Jennifer Anne Schwarzenberger

Estate of Kay Skogland

Estate of Stella Marie Smock

Estate of Dorothy E. Somers

Estate of Timothy F. Stewart

Estate of Richard & Dorothy Werth

Estate of Helen C. Wilson

Lois E. Womer Foundation

Estate of Jean Zarth

Estate of Doris S. Zimmerer

The Elephant Sanctuary recognizes the generous legacy gifts received in 2015:

30% Growth in Shirley’s Legacy Society (donors with planned gifts for the elephants)



2014 - 2019 STRATEGIC PLAN
Goals & Measures of Success

GOAL 1: PROVIDE SANCTUARY

Offer lifelong, integrated care for 
elephants already in The Sanctuary, 
and welcome additional captive 
elephants that will benefit from lifelong 
care.

Measures of Success: 

• Lifelong, individualized care plans for 
the health and wellbeing of each 
resident elephant

• Commitment to a Protected Contact 
system of elephant management 
and 24/7 veterinary care

• Successful transition for any new 
elephants coming to The Sanctuary

GOAL 2: INFLUENCE THROUGH 
EDUCATION

Increase understanding of and support 
for conservation efforts to protect 
elephants in the wild, and promote 
practices to improve the wellbeing of 
captive elephants.

Measures of Success: 

• Increase the number of participants 
in The Sanctuary’s educational 
outreach programs

• Develop K-12 elephant curriculum 
for educators, designed toward 
core standards for science 
education and service-learning

• Increase collaborations with 
international partners

GOAL 3: CREATE AND SHARE 
BEST PRACTICES

Develop models for ‘whole elephant’ 
care and create connections within the 
global elephant community to promote 
and share best practices.

Measures of Success: 

• Expand relationships with 
elephant support groups and 
experts in the field

• Publish and/or share best practices 
on elephant wellbeing and care

• Grow the training and professional 
development program for The 

Sanctuary’s elephant Caregivers

GOAL 4: AMPLIFY PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

Foster recognition for The Elephant 
Sanctuary as a thought-leader on 
elephant wellbeing.

Measures of Success: 

• Develop and launch a new 
and updated elephants.com

• Demonstrate growth in 
digital-marketing success

• Align all efforts to optimize 
opportunities for connecting 
with donors

GOAL 5: SUSTAIN THE MISSION

Build and diversify financial support 
in order to sustain sanctuary for 
retired captive elephants, as well as 
educate the public about the complex 
challenges facing all elephants.

Measures of Success: 

• Ensure existing supporters stay 
engaged with the mission

• Expand and diversify the donor 
base

• Broaden support from individuals, 
corporations, foundations and 
workplace-giving programs

GOAL 6: DEVELOP 
ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY  

Cultivate the people, systems, and 
infrastructure necessary to provide 
the ideal environment for elephants in 
care, and through which The Sanctuary 
might effectively fulfill its mission.

Measures of Success: 

• Evaluate and upgrade facilities, 
fencing, and equipment on an 
ongoing basis 

• Meet or exceed standards set by 
both regulatory and accrediting 
agencies

• Improve individual/team 
performance through participation 
in professional development and 
training

P.O. Box 393, Hohenwald TN 38462

Phone: 931.796.6500

Email: elephant@elephants.com

To learn more about 

The Elephant Sanctuary 

and its resident elephants, 

visit elephants.com


